Exercise 2 

(Module 2: Types and structures of information resources)

(In addition to Dialog exercise. Develops understanding of the structure of databases through comparative analysis of two that should be rather well known to users, i.e. library catalogs.)

In this exercise you will perform one and the same search on two library catalogs, and compare the output that you get. The first catalog is TRIPOD, the joint library catalog of Swarthmore, Haverford and Brynmawr college: http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/ 

The second catalog is Franklin, the University of Pennsylvania library catalog: http://www.franklin.library.upenn.edu/ 

Search both catalogs for “FTP” as a keyword. Compare what fields of the catalogs’ databases yield results. (Remember to use the detailed view of the record when using Franklin.) If you find differences, explain how are they significant.

(TRIPOD has the contents of the books scanned and searchable, therefore one can find a book with a chapter on FTP, whereas in Franklin FTP is either in the title, or in some insignificant field like “Web link,” “Notes,” “Summary,” “System details,” etc. Both catalogs sort results by date, so the exercise can be limited to examining the first “n” results.)

Exercise 3

(Module 3: Types and structures of vocabularies)

(Builds on the previous exercise, but now the focus is on vocabulary: LC pre-coordinated terms and natural vocabulary, as found in the table of contents in TRIPOD).

In this exercise you will again use the two library catalogs introduced in Exercise 2: Franklin and TRIPOD. Search for the phrase “evil light” as a key phrase (do not forget to put quotation marks around it). What have you found? Where was the phrase found? Search again for availability, using the book title(s) you have found in the previous step. Contrast and compare your results.

(The exercise shows a way for library catalogs to support natural/authors’ vocabulary through the scanned table of content. A phrase that is particular to an author can be found. May be there should be also a part of the exercise where students use LC subjects, but I cannot figure out what would be the benefit out of it.)

I defined what Dialog is last week in a class, upon request of the professor, and people were listening with some incredulity. So, here is what I said (Are we going to explain what Dialog is to students?): Dialog is an “umbrella” over proprietary databases that allows the user to search a combination of those or all. It should be noted however that the search is performed only over the fields that are common to the databases being combined, so the more databases, the less fields in common, therefore the less powerful the search. 

Marti Hearst has some good comments about Dialog in her chapter 10 from Modern Information Retrieval, available at http://www.sims.berkeley.edu/%7Ehearst/irbook/10/node1.html 

They are in section 5. Query Specification (1. Boolean Queries, 2. From Command Lines to Forms and Menus, 3. Faceted Queries) May be this is a possible reading for the module on search techniques (7) or earlier.

