Principles of Searching – exercise 1   2

Principles of Searching  [17:610:530]
Exercise 1:  Introduction to Dialog
Objective:

Dialog is an important tool that will be used throughout the semester.  The purpose of this exercise is to gain your first introduction through taking a tutorial as offered by DIALOG and then performing some basic tasks in DIALOG.  The results of each exercise are to be handed in.

Deliverable:
For the tutorial, summarize main topics covered.  Emphasize aspects that were new to you.  Ask questions on what is not clear or could be clarified.  Submit that.
For each of the searches, obtain copies of search commands used and of output results.  Highlight and then comment on key aspects, findings, and learnings; and submit.  

Tools:

· Dialog Corporation. Successful searching on Dialog (http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/success/)
A comprehensive manual.  Includes detailed definitions of commands and a variety of features.  For Table of Contents to access different features directly go to http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/success/toc.shtml
· Dialog Corporation. Dialog Pocket Guide 
   (http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/dialog/pocketguide/)
An essential toll for searching and summary of search commands You can get it in print and an online version in PDF and html.
· Dialog Corporation.  Dialog Library 
(http://library.dialog.com/index.html)
”Here you will find current documentation for all of The Dialog Corporation's products and services, including Search Essentials, Product Aids, and Newsletters.” Especially important is the complete guide to Bluesheets. You will use them all the time!

· Dialog Corporation. Dialog New User Guide
(http://support.dialog.com/guides/dialog_new_user/)
"Welcome to Dialog. This guide offers an introduction to help you get started using Dialog, the most powerful information resource in the world." Useful as an overview.

· The DIALOG Corporation. Tutorials and Quick Tours 
(http://training.dialog.com/tours/)
Familiarize yourself with the content choices on that page. You will find it useful for getting educational information and training throughout your professional career.

Exercise Tasks:

Exercise 1 deals with DIALOG and consists of taking a tutorial as offered by DIALOG and then performing some tasks in DIALOG.  The results of each exercise are to be handed in.

For each tutorial summarize main topics covered.  Emphasize aspects that were new to you.  Ask questions on what is not clear or could be clarified.  Hand that in.

a. To get to tutorials, Dialog made it a bit complicated.  
· First go to Technical Documents & Tutorials (a Table of Content) http://support.dialog.com/techdocs/
· There click on DialogWeb Introduction. That will get you to the page
Introducing DialogWeb 2.0. http://support.dialog.com/techdocs/intro_dialogweb.pdf
· It is not intended as a tutorial, but it has a description of Dialog Web. Go through it as if a tutorial.
· Then go back go to Technical Documents & Tutorials http://support.dialog.com/techdocs/
· There click on DialogWeb Command Search Tutorial. That will get you to the page: http://support.dialog.com/techdocs/dialogweb_command_tutorial.pdf
· “The DialogWeb [Command Search] tutorial demonstrates the use of Command Search. To show the flow of the search process, we will work through the same search topic, skin cancer, to demonstrate searching and output management.”
· Take this tutorial. Describe briefly as explained above.
b.  After that, get brave and take the following exercise, the objective of which is to get you going with some basic searching and output commands:

· Go on the net with Netscape or Explorer or whatever browser you have. Then go to http://www.dialogweb.com 
· Logon with your User ID and password: scils. 

· In the line on the bottom that says Command ? enter: begin 1 or b1 and click on submit or just enter (that will bring up database number one which happen to be ERIC). 
· Click on Bluesheet and examine what it contains - it has a lot of stuff, some for the moment is close to goobledygook. But Bluesheets will be a very important and constantly used source of information for you throughout your searching life of DIALOG. 
· In the Bluesheet look at the section PREDEFINED FORMAT OPTIONS - that will tell you what can be printed from a record - for instance number 5 means that you can get Full Record (and if you are paying also that means that you will pay the most for each record printed or downloaded in that format). Copy the meaning for the numbers - you will use this later. Close or minimize the Bluesheet. 
· In the command line enter: select (or s) library AND students. Click Submit. 
· You will get a number of items - over 8,000 (as of December, 2004). That means that there are over 8,000 records that have someplace the terms "library" and "students." You will also get under Set a number like S1 - meaning that this your set 1 that you retrieved. Later sets will have S2, S3 etc. 
· In the command line enter: type (or t) 1/5/1-3. This means: type set 1 (or if you had in Set another S number enter that number), in format 5 - which is the full record, and the first three documents. In other words the type command is of the form: t (or type) set number/format option/range of items to be typed. Examine what you got. 
· Experiment with some other format options - in other words in the middle part of the type command enter a number that you selected from PREDEFINE FORMAT OPTIONS. For instance t 1/6/1-3. This is the so called Free format - if you were a paying customer you do not have to pay anything for this format. 
· In the boxes next to the first two documents put a checkmark. 
· Click on the bar Print/Save Selected. You will get another screen. On File, click on Save as and then save it on your disk with a filename that it gives you or change the name to whatever, but keep the extension .html. This you can use later for printing or some other stuff. 
· If you have a printer on: click again on File and then on Print. That will print you those two records. Hand in these as a part of completion of you exercise. 
· In the command line enter: logout. 

For each of the searches, obtain copies of search commands used and of output results.  Highlight and then comment on key aspects, findings, and learnings; and submit.  

Way to go!  You have successfully completed your first set of exercises in Dialog.


