Principles of Searching  [17:610:530]
Exercise 4:  Search Engines and Dialog

Objective:
Now that you have a foundation of searching in Dialog, we’ll do an exercise that contrasts a Dialog search and a Web search engine search. This exercise is intended to sharpen your evaluative skills in comparing “traditional” sources such as DIALOG with new, web-based sources.  
Deliverable:

Turn in strategy, typical results from different sources, and evaluate one of the web sources using your personal criteria.
Tools:

· Search Engines: 
Google(http://www.google.com>, 
Alta Vista <http://www.altavista.com>, 
Northern Light <http://www.northernlight.com>, and so on.

· Web version of Dialog: <http://www.dialogweb.com>
Exercise Tasks:
Here are some topical questions to pose to two systems. Devise a strategy and then conduct a search to find some credible sources on Dialog.  Then choose a search engine and conduct the search there – if you’re feeling brave, try a search engine that you don’t usually use. Evaluate the quality of one of the sources you find in addition to trying to answer the questions through the search. Consider if the information you find is scholarly or popular – either type is OK, but be aware of what you have.  

a. What is the Kyoto Accord?
b. Was the US signed? If not, what are the reasons?

c. What is the general world opinion on this Accord?


