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Web Search Engines Exercises 1
Search Engines and Dialog

Now that you have a foundation of searching in Dialog, we’ll do an exercise that contrasts a Dialog search and a Web search engine search.

Here are some topical questions to pose to two systems. Devise a strategy and then conduct a search to find some credible sources on Dialog.  Then choose a search engine and conduct the search there – if you’re feeling brave, try a search engine that you don’t usually use. Evaluate the quality of one of the sources you find in addition to trying to answer the questions through the search. Consider if the information you find is scholarly or popular – either type is OK, but be aware of what you have.  Turn in strategy, typical results from different sources, and an evaluation of one of the web sources using a source evaluation tool.  
· What is the history of the electoral college in the US? (On Dialog 

consider the history files, the popular files, dissertations, etc.)

· Why was the electoral college put in place?

· Have any candidates for president of the US won the presidency

through the electoral college, but would have lost if votes were counted on the most-votes-wins principle?

· Was Halloween ever a religious holiday? What are the origins of 

the rituals and customs of Halloween?

This exercise is intended to sharpen your evaluative skills in comparing “traditional” sources such as DIALOG with new, web-based sources.  
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