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	OUTLINE FOR MODULE 6


	Title
	Search engines. Digital libraries



	Why?
	This module has two topics – but although distinct they are related when it comes to searching.
Search engines are tools to search the web for sites that have relations to a query or a topic. Some 1700 search engines are listed around the globe. They come in many varieties and specializations. Majority have a number of advanced features for searching, affecting search approaches and results. Even Google has dozens of search options and quite a few specialized search areas. However, the top few search engines receive an overwhelming amount of use and the advanced features are used rarely. Specialized search engines are a powerful tool in the repertoire of effective searching, and so are advanced search features. But mastering them is not that easy.
Digital libraries have become a rich depository for access to all kinds of electronic information resources, including databases and catalogs. Many databases in digital libraries have search engines of their own. Effective searching of resources in digital libraries has own problems, but also rewards. 
You are asking:

· What is the variety of search engines?

· What do they cover? How do they operate?

· What search features are available and how to use them?

· And the same questions for digital libraries.


	What?
	The module covers:
· basic operations of search engines

· examples of various search engines with distinct approaches and specialized coverage

· examples of variations in and display of results

· advanced features in search engines

· commercial effects and pitfalls

· digital libraries and their resources

· searching in digital libraries

· catalog searching; federated searching


	How?
	Lecture 6
Assignment 6
Exercise 6
Tips for thought 6
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