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	OUTLINE FOR MODULE 8


	Title
	Advanced searching


	Why?
	Difference between a searcher and a good searcher is, among others, the degree of knowledge and mastery of sophisticated and complex features that are available for searching. Difference between a good searcher and an extreme searcher is more.
Here comes together knowledge about a variety of information resources in a domain, and an in depth knowledge of their coverage and features. It is impossible to know about all resources and their features, but it is possible to know where and how to find out about them, in order to select and exploit them to the fullest. This may not be that easy. Many databases, for instance, provide adequate information about their content and search features. Others hide them quite effectively or do not provide them at all – you have to guess and apply previous experiences to make that an educated guess. 
Search tactics covered in the preceding module can be sharpened and extended. Many databases provide capabilities to answer sophisticated questions, rank results, or even display and visualize results in a variety of ways- these can be used for effect and effectiveness.

You are asking:

· What advanced features are available for searching in a variety of resources?

· Which ones may be expected as common?

· How do I find about these features and capabilities?



	What?
	The module covers: 
· advanced features in:

· databases in DIALOG, LexisNexis, and similar information resources
· digital libraries
· major search engines

· finding about such features
· projecting features with limited or no information

· using advanced features in search and presentation of search results



	How?
	Lecture 8
Assignment 8
Exercise 8
Tips for thought 8
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