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	OUTLINE FOR MODULE 9


	Title
	Web search and the invisible web



	Why?
	On the one hand. On the other hand. Web searching can be characterizes that way. On the one hand, the web brought many new, even revolutionary resources and practices to searching and made searching very popular and democratic. Everybody googles – how well that is a different question. On the other hand, basic principles of searching, particularly effective searching are valid for the web as well. But quite often they need to be adapted. Web searching represents both a great opportunity and a great challenge for librarians and information professionals. On the third hand (or on top of all), web is value neutral, meaning that it contains everything from diamonds to muck - evaluation of quality becomes a necessity, especially for professionals.
A proficient web searcher has to combine several traits. Among them are: knowledge of resources that are available in a given domain(s); and knowledge of how to find resources that cannot be identified easily. To find the ones that are a part of the invisible web – the vast area of the web that is completely invisible to search engines. The first challenge is to grasp that the invisible web lives at all (“lives” is used deliberately). The second is to find and use it. The third is to evaluate the quality of the sites. The first two are covered here. The evaluation part is addressed in module 12.
You are asking:

· What makes web searching different? Similar to other searching?

· What is the web world beyond Google and cohorts?

· How to find specialized search engines and information resources?

· How to use them?



	What?
	The module covers: 
· general aspects of web searching
· ways of searching different resources

· the reasons for invisible web

· specialized search engines

· array of resources and sites for specific domains/topics

· evaluated, trusted sites



	How?
	Lecture 9
Assignment 9
Exercise 9
Tips for thought 9
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