Introduction to Digital Libraries 
	ASSIGNMENT FOR THEME 2

	Title
	Diversity of digital libraries

	Why?
	Digital libraries have taken off not only in an explosive numbers, but also in explosive variety.

Librarians, library managers, library scholars, educators and students involved in whatever way with digital libraries should be aware of this variety. And, if possible exploit it for the better in own environment.

But it is not easy to become aware of the existing variety and diverse features. There was a lot written about individual types or given issues of digital libraries, but not much if anything in the literature addresses the issue of diversity. Thus, there is no good “diversity literature” to consult as a start.

	What?
	Digest, then briefly summarize main points (again, bullets may suffice):

1. Yarrow, A., Clubb, B. & Draper, J-L. (2008). Public libraries, archives and museums: Trends in collaboration and cooperation. International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, IFLA Professional Reports, No. 108. Retrieved Jan.4, 2010 from http://www.ifla.org/VII/s8/pub/Profrep108.pdf [In Readings]

While the report is mostly a rich inventory of cooperative projects involving public libraries in several countries, it provides a picture of institutions other than libraries involved in various digital projects. It also has a good bibliography with links to follow up. You DO NOT have to summarize the whole report. Pick up the part or parts that are of most interest to you and summarize that only.

AND

2. Any other source of your choice that may be relevant to diversity. Could be an article, a report, a site that represents a different digital library – different from an academic, public, or special library that the library literature concentrates on. Could be museum site, a site of a historical society, a collection of oral history ...Many are listed in the lecture (with URLs).

	Questions?
	But after the summary loosen up and discuss the following in your own estimation and words (as in a critical essay) –
say what do you think, what you have learned, what problems you may have with the reading and issues raised, what questions you have and the like:

1. What have you learned about diversity in digital libraries? Anything that is new to you? Surprising?
2. In general: What do you conclude from diversity in digital libraries?


