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Digital library design tips
Intended as a help and guide, NOT as a prescription

Design (general definition): create detailed plan of something: to make a detailed plan of the form or structure of something, emphasizing features such as its appearance, convenience, and efficient functioning.
A design document for a digital library should include many, if not most, of the points below as dictated by the purpose and objectives of a given digital library. It does not have to include all. Also: It is not necessary to follow this order, but it is important that major points should be covered. Any design document can (and should) include other points specific to the proposed digital library.

A lot of technical help (sometimes a bit complicated, but still gives an idea) can be found at Web Style Guide 3rd edition http://www.webstyleguide.com/wsg3/index.html 
The design document is intended, as all similar documents, to list specifications guiding construction of a given digital library.

Here are suggested points to include in the design document:

1. Title – descriptive

2. About the digital library in the design (as included in the About statement):  

a. What: Purpose objectives

b. Where: Context, parent institution if any, fit with mission of the parent institution
c. Who: Community, users, uses

d. Why: Justification, importance

3. Guide in design: 

a. Previous work; guiding principles, criteria, standards 

b. model used, if any, in the  design
c. interoperability with other digital libraries or other sites in parental institution

d. examples

4. Content:

a. description, disciplinary enumeration

b. boundaries

c. criteria for selection

d. sources – where will be obtained, how
e. if anything digitized: what, how, standards

f. examples

5. Representation:
a. how will content be labeled, classified, described

b. metadata
c. import, sharing of representations (e.g. from WorldCat)
6. Organization:
a. site structure: major configuration of the site, including site pages and parts; also considered as site architecture (examples in http://www.webstyleguide.com/wsg3/3-information-architecture/3-site-structure.html)
b. structure and content of the home page

c. description of individual (submenu) pages, parts, components – may also include sample page outlines, visualization
d. relationship, links between pages, components

e. proposed links to other sites, to institutional components; integration
7. Access:

a. how provided

b. restrictions, if any (important if contained licensed and copyrighted materials)

c. searching: search method or search engine suggested (could be a general one downloaded)
d. other access methods: navigation, browsing

8. Services
a. place in services provided by parental institution; links

b. in addition to access what other services, if any, will be provided
c. suggestions for the future: as the digital library evolves, what other services may be added 
9. Evaluation
a. suggestions for evaluation

b. evaluation objectives, criteria, methods
10. Update, persistence, preservation: 

a. plans for keeping content up to date

b. plans to keep operating

c. plans to keep the library archived, preserved

11. Management, resources:
a. suggestions for management of the proposed library

b. people resources: staff - who needed to do it, run it

c. suggestions for where the proposed digital library will be housed (e.g. institutional or own server)

d. economic resources: preliminary thinking about costs
e. legal issues: preliminary thinking on addressing copyright and other legal issues

f. technical resources: preliminary thinking  about needed technological infrastructure
