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	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 2

	Title
	Types & structures of information resources

	Why?
	All information resources used for searching can be discussed in terms of their content and then in terms in which the content is structured. As pointed out in the lecture, the content refers to knowing what is out there available to be searched and the structure refers to how is that prepared for searching – represented, indexed, labeled, stored … 
There are great many information resources available for searching. Rutgers Libraries alone have over 270 databases, plus a great number – 1000 or so – references sources of all kinds, both covering many domains. This course does not provide an inventory of databases and other resources available for searching, but only provides a sample to illustrate diversity of those available. Nor does the course analyze the structure of all or even most of these database, but analyses the general structure found in all of them, using a few as illustrations that can be generalized. 
The general points are: there are great many databases available for searching (Dialog and Scopus being just an example of general ones), and all of the content of individual items, documents, in them is organized in a similar way in fields. All of them are indexed in some way, inverted indexes being the most common type.
In order to use these resources effectively, a professional must know not only their content, but also their structure. Searching is more art than science, but an art that needs a lot of knowledge what is behind it, This is a beginning of that knowledge. 

The central question is: What is under the hood?

	What?
	Digest, briefly summarize main points (style is up to you, bullets are fine) and address questions below:
1. Bell, S. S. (2009). Librarians guide to online searching. Westport, CN: Libraries Unlimited. Chapter 1: Database structure for everyone: Records, fields, and indexes. (pp. 4 – 17; pp. 1 – 4 were covered in previous assignment).
2. Tenopir, C. (2008).Online systems for information access and retrieval. Library Trends, 56(4), 816-829.
Peruse, no need to summarize:

1. Belew, R. K. (2000). Finding Out About: Search engine technology from a cognitive perspective. London: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1: Overview. http://www-cse.ucsd.edu/~rik/foa/l2h/foa-1-1.html 
2. Walker, G., & Janes, J. (1999). Online retrieval: A dialogue of theory and practice. 2nd ed. Littleton, Colo.: Libraries Unlimited. Chapter 5: Databases construction and structure (pp. 55-74) and CH. 6 Search technique (pp. 75 – 114). [In Doc Sharing]

	Questions?
	Let us concentrate on structure, fields in records in particular:
1. Most people that search by themselves are not even aware that fields exist. So why are we making such a big deal about them? Why are they important?

2. How would you go about learning about fields in given databases?


