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	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 4

	Title
	Information retrieval

	Why?
	This and next unit deals with technology. Technology can be discussed at many levels. We have chosen to address ways and means of particular systems used for handling, organizing, storing, and searching of information records, rather than with hardware, software and networks. Here we deal with information retrieval (IR) and in the next unit with search engines.
But information retrieval covers a lot of academic and professional geography, from developing, improving and testing algorithms (typically done in computer science), to studying interactions (done in a number of fields, including information science).

As to its importance: Information retrieval is under the hood of any and all databases and search engines.

	What?
	Digest, briefly summarize main points of two articles (style is up to you, bullets are fine) and address questions below:

1. Hider, P. (2006). Search goal revision in models of information retrieval. Journal of Information Science, 32(4), 352-361.

2. Select a second article that has to do something with information retrieval – any aspect of interest; here is one to ponder: interactions in IR. 
You can select from the bibliography, the ones below or do a search. For a search you can use Scopus or a database in Dialog or any in RUL (go to Research resources - Indexes and databases – Social sciences and law – Library and Information Science – there are some 10 databases available; I would not use some, such as Gartner or Health and Psychosocial Instruments).
Read but do not have to summarize (a very good and readable overview, but more from a computer science perspective):

Manning, C. D., Raghavan, P. & Schütze, H. (2008) Introduction to information retrieval. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1. Boolean retrieval. Start with this URL:  http://www-csli.stanford.edu/~hinrich/information-retrieval-book.html 

And choose from several ways to get to the chapter e.g. http://nlp.stanford.edu/IR-book/pdf/01bool.pdf 

Reminder: IR was also described in the article you read in the first unit – you may want to revisit the Information Retrieval section:

Saracevic, T. (in print). Information science. In; Encyclopedia of Library and Information Sciences, Marcia J. Bates & Mary Niles Maack, editors, New York: Taylor & Francis. [In Doc Sharing]

	Questions?
	Let us deal with some very general questions:
1. How do advances in information retrieval affect searching?

2. What do you think: How much about information retrieval should be known, and well known at that, by professional searchers? Meaning you. What aspects? Why?


