Principles of Searching  e530
	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 8

	Title
	Web searching 

	Why?
	Web is a large. Seems we do not even know how large it is – but there are estimates that the Web has some 15 to 30 billion pages. 
It is no wonder that searching of the Web has become in itself a serious issue. A number of search engines are devoted to Web search, but none of them covers more than a fraction of the Web. Many tools have been developed to search various parts of the Web, some more general other very specific. In the exercise for this unit we are examining some of these tools. The lecture provides over 40 links to a variety of Web resources.
In the assignment we will take a different track. We will examine studies that looked at human information seeking and searching on the Web.

Questions asked are:

· How do people search the Web?
· How was their searching studies from direct evidence?

p.s. of course, there is a site (with a great archive) that examines the worst of the Web: http://www.worstoftheweb.com/ 

	What?
	Digest, briefly summarize main points (style is up to you, bullets are fine) and address questions below:
1. Wolfram, D. (2008). Search characteristics in different types of web-based IR environments: Are they the same? Information Processing and Management, 44(3), 1279-1292.
2. Rieh, S.Y., & Xie, H.I. (2006). Analysis of multiple query reformulations and the web: The interactive information retrieval context. Information Processing & Management. 42(3), 751-768.

3. As an alternative, you may substitute for one of the above readings an article of your own (but on the same topic of how people search the Web) as found by your own searching.

	Questions?
	1. What are your own conclusion from these studies on how people search the Web?
2. Do the findings coincide with your own experiences?

3. What do you think: How does the search behavior of professional searchers differ? Or does it?


