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	DISCUSSION FOR UNIT 3

	Title
	Vocabulary & languages in indexing & searching

	Why?
	As pointed in the lecture, assignment, and exercise for this topic, language is critically important in searching We are matching the language of indexing with that of questioning.

Indexing languages vs. searching languages. Controlled vocabularies were instituted with a thought to minimize the conflict – to help standardize the language input and at the same time assist in ensuring a more effective output. But controlled languages are expensive, very expensive, to create, maintain, and apply. Not surprisingly, automatic handling of languages is taking over. Free language searching is on the upswing.
Many questions are being raised: Is controlled language really indispensible for both indexing and searching? Is free searching as good as searching with controlled language?

	What?
	Let us have a debate. Address the proposition:

· One can be a very effective searcher without ever worrying about and using controlled language.
Proponents: Group A and C members should defend the proposition.

Opponents: Group D and E members should attack the proposition.

	How?
	Group B should be in the middle:
Traditional arguments:  on the one hand … on the other hand.

But also take a lead in responses, critiques. Challenge. 


