Principles of Searching  e530
	DISCUSSION FOR UNIT 4

	Title
	Information retrieval

	Why?
	As pointed out in the central ideas of the lecture, information retrieval (IR) is at the heart of ALL indexing & abstracting databases, information resources, and search engines. All work on basis of IR algorithms and procedures. It is built in the systems. But, contemporary IR is also interactive – to such a degree that pragmatically IR cannot be separated from interaction. As a searcher you will constantly use IR, thus you have to be knowledgeable about it.

Questions can be raised: clearly, computer scientists and systems people who develop and run have to be very knowledgeable about intricacies of IR. But user could care less about those intricacies, or even are not cognizant at all of what is under the hood of IR systems, search engines included.

But what about professional searchers? 

	What?
	Let us address in this discussion the same questions asked in the assignment, but now interactively with the whole class:

1. How do advances in information retrieval affect searching?

2. What do you think: How much about information retrieval should be known, and well known at that, by professional searchers? Meaning you. What aspects? Why?

	How?
	Group C should lead the discussion:
Prepare answers, questions; take a lead in responses, critiques. Challenge. 

But as always discussion is not limited to the questions above. Other issues can be raised.



