Principles of Searching  e530
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 1

	Title
	Dialog 1: Basics & simple search

	Why?
	Dialog is the oldest and by far the largest online system and vendor for search and retrieval, still in full operation. It has over 900 databases for searching in every subject and domain. It was offering online access since 1972, long before there was Internet. It is rich, comprehensive and well organized.

[Internet with present protocols started in 1984; Web was created in 1990, and the first browser (Mosaic) in 1993, so there was internet before the Internet.] 

However, Dialog is also a legacy system, with its structure fully visible. It was and still is oriented toward professional searchers and command searching. More contemporary databases are oriented in addition to end users and present more intuitive searching.

But Dialog provides the most direct and even the best way to learn what is under the hood – the variety in deep structure of records and indexes and the options in searching - a key knowledge for professional searchers.

The aim here is NOT to teach Dialog, but to utilize Dialog to learn about basics of structure, vocabulary, and options in inputs and outputs. Such knowledge is transferable to all online systems and a base for professional competencies.

The objective of this fist exercise are:

1. to introduce you to pragmatics of online searching and uncovering of the structure of resources to be searched through tutorials and guides as offered by Dialog, and 

2. then to perform some basic searching tasks in Dialog.

	What?
	Dialog has several versions, we will use DialogWeb at http://www.dialogweb.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.dialogweb.com/" / 

1. Go to Dialog On-Demand Recorded Online Courses at http://training.dialog.com/onlinecourses/recorded/  Take the video tutorial  Introduction to Dialog Using DialogWeb (40 min) 
Alternatively (or in addition) you can go through Introducing DialogWeb 2.0 (14 p.) at http://support.dialog.com/techdocs/intro_dialogweb.pdf 
2. After you take the tutorials go to DialogWeb at http://www.dialogweb.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.dialogweb.com/" / 

3. To prepare review the use of commands: begin (or b), select (or s), select steps (or ss), and type (or t),

4. Repeat the search found in the Guide to Exercise 1 (PowerPoint):

4.1 Begin in database 1, ERIC – command: begin (or b) 1, 
4.2 Click on Bluesheet and examine what it contains - it has a lot of stuff. Among others, look at the section PREDEFINED FORMAT OPTIONS - that will tell you what can be printed from a record - for instance number 5 means that you can get Full Record 
4.3 Command: select (or s) library AND students. Click Submit. You will get how many items retrieved. But you will also get under Set a number like S1 - meaning that this your set 1 that you retrieved. Later sets will have S2, S3 etc.
4.4 Display or type results; experiment with various formats. Click on various buttons and pull down menus & examine the content. Experiment.
5. Begin in another database, 438, Library Literature and Information Science and repeat the search.
6. Conduct another search of your choosing in both databases. Select whatever you are interested in.
Thus, you will do four searches; two in ERIC and two in Library Literature and Information Science. In each file the first search will be a repeat of the one in Exercise01 Guide and the second one will be of your own choosing.

	Deliverables; Questions?
	Submit a report in the Dropbox with printouts and answers to the questions:

1. What was the search of your own choosing and how many items did it retrieve?
2. Print out three records you consider relevant in full format for both searches in ERIC (database 1). [Think as if you are delivering these results to a user].
3. Print out three records you consider relevant in full format for both searches in Library Literature and Information Science (database 438). 
4. After examining Bluesheets for both databases briefly address the questions: What are the similarities and differences in the structure of their records? In any other aspects you have noticed? Include the discussion in the report.  [The answers could be in bullet points]
5. Any comments on personal experiences and learning using Dialog? 
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


