Principles of Searching  e530
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 4

	Title
	Part 1: Boolean
Part 2: Scopus 1

	Why?
	The exercise comes in two parts – one brief and more theoretical the other a bit longer and practical. The first part is for you to practice and experiment with no deliverable. The second part has a deliverable. See Guide to exercise 4 for all of part 1 and examples for part 2.
Part 1:

Boolean searching is one of the most powerful tools for doing complex searches. Many, if not most systems and search engines provide Boolean searching as an option. Boolean searching is based on algebra of sets invented by George Boole (1815 – 1864) and it is the base for all modern computer arithmetic. Simplified, the algebra involves the operations AND, OR and NOT in searching. But it also provides a variety of operations for more complex statements that can be a powerful tool in searching and particularly for effective advanced searching.
The objective of the first part of this exercise is to increase your understanding and sharpen your skills in making and assessing more complex Boolean statements of use in searching; in addition the objective is to provide you a tool for experimentation on your own.
Part 2:

Scopus is the newest large database on the block. Started just a few years ago it has developed in one of the most versatile database, with many advanced and innovative features, yet intuitive for use. It is also a very good source for getting search experiences that can be generalized to many other databases.
The objective of the second part of this exercise is to introduce you to very different kind of database for searching. Further exercises involving Scopus will follow.

	What?
	Part 1;
Guide to exercise 4, Part 1, contains brief explanation of Boolean algebra, provides examples of Boolean statements and their graphic representations in Venn diagrams, followed by an exercise for practice.
1. Practice using exercise provided in the Guide

Deliverables: None. However, you can provide the correct answer to the exercise in class discussion. You can do the exercise with your group. 
Part 2:

2.1. Survey general information about Scopus on Scopus information site http://www.info.scopus.com/ . It gives you an idea of what Scopus covers and how it works.
2.2. To start using Scopus you have to register first by using Registration number and PW I sent you (this is unlike Dialog where you did not have to register first). Follow Scopus registration in Unit 4 which brings up How to register for Scopus (a PowerPoint file); the file is also placed in Downloads. 
A Scopus tutorial Registering and Logging In  (in URL just below) could be of further help in registration. (In this tutorial concentrate on personal registration,  ignore the one through Athens)
2.3. Go to Scopus site that lists available tutorials at http://help.scopus.com/robo/projects/schelp/h_tutorials.htm  Take a short tutorial Performing a Basic Search and Reviewing Search Results  - this is what we will do in the exercise
2.4. Login into Scopus http://www.scopus.com/ 
2.5. Fields: Examine available choices in fields by pull downs, and rollovers, Operators: pull down
2.6. Search tips: open and note for instance that fields are automatically selected for searching but still labeled. Examine available fields.
2.7. Let’s start with the same search as in Dialog: library students
2.8. First examine what choices you have in the opening screen for your query – e.g. limiting it.

2.9. Enter as search terms library students (the same first query as in Dialog) – the search is done in Guide to exercise 4 – repeat it.
2.10. Examine the results for choices for refining it. Limit it to whatever you may choose.

2.11. Search and examine the document retrieved as to choices you have to concentrate on given fields and options.

2.12.  Select three documents and examine further the options in the documents.

2.13. Print and deliver.

2.14. Perform a basic search of your choosing. In the results choose a journal to limit output

2.15. Select three documents. Print and deliver.
Thus, you will do two searches, with some refinements. The first search will be a repeat of the one in Exercise 4 Guide and the second one will be of your own choosing. 

Note: This is the first of the three exercises using Scopus; the second exercise will be in unit 6 and the third in unit 7, thus skipping a week – in unit 5 we have an exercise on search engines, to coincide with the overall topic of the unit. In addition we will use Scopus again briefly in bibliometric searching for comparison (unit 9). However, you can use Scopus throughout the semester for your term project or just further practice and comparison with other systems.

	Deliverables

Questions?
	Submit a report in the Dropbox with printouts and answers to the questions (a group can submit one report, but in the title indicate group members that worked on the exercise):

1. What was the search of your own choosing and how did you go about searching?

2. Print out three records you consider relevant for both searches. [Think as if you are delivering these results to a user].

3. Briefly: What was your experience with Scopus for these particular searches? Or anything else? Comments count!
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


