Principles of Searching  e530
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 5

	Title
	Search engines

	Why?
	Presently, search engines on the Web are the most popular and used tool for searching by an overwhelming percent of people and for everyday use. Scientist and professionals use them as well, but they also use sources close to their field even more. For instance, ACM Digital Library is highly used by computer scientists, information scientists, and people in many disciplines where computing is involved, e.g. medical informatics.

In addition, there are many kinds of search engines, some, such as Scirus, oriented toward web sites related to science and technology, and Google Scholar oriented toward all kinds of scholarly materials.

Professional searches use a variety of search engines, including Google as necessary for given questions. They also use search engines as a supplement to searching specialized databases, such as Scopus. They also use specialized search engines, again, as necessary for given question.
The objectives of this exercise are to explore:
· use of general search engines, for questions related to professional or scholarly interests
· use of more specialized engines fo the same interests.

· conduct of searches using some filed features available in search engines. 

	What?
	We will use two topics for searching. The deliverable for the first search is the usual Dropbox. The second one has no deliverable – it is for you to practice and explore. But for the second one you may post the results in Doc Sharing to share with the class. This week the exercise is abbreviated, so that you can spend some time on selection for the term project.
1. Look at article: Affelt, A. (2008). Researching the current banking and lending crises. Online (Wilton, Connecticut), 32 (4), 19 – 22. [in RUL and also in Doc Sharing] We used the article in a Dialog search, so you should be familiar with the topic. We will use the topic in the article here for searching on given search engines.
The topic for searching is: the current banking and lending crises
Your user is a PhD student in management who has to write a class paper on the topic critically summarizing current thinking and trends in banking and lending crises.
1.1 Analyze the concepts in the question and formulate a query or queries

1.2 Chose four search engines (1) Google (2) Google Scholar, (3) Scirus and (4) a search engine of your choice. Hock, R. (2007) book is helpful for selection – e.g. see pp 128 – 132. Interesting choices may be Clusty, Exalead (http://www.exalead.com/search/)  or KartOO, which is out of the ordinary because it provides graphic results.
1.3 Conduct a search in each of the four search engines
1.4 Analyze at least first three pages of results from each search engine. Evaluate entries. Select from each three entries that you consider most relevant.
1.5 Vary query on the basis of these entries and search with a revised query.

1.6 Note again three most relevant entries.

Deliverable: A short report to your user: note about sources searched and search history (you can copy paste queries); print or copy/paste of articles you have chosen as most relevant. Any remarks you may make about overlap or appropriateness of any search engine for further search. Drop the report in the Dropbox.

This search is for practice and exploration. It is a bit challenging.

2. The topic for searching is: Are there any articles, sites, lectures, and the like about advanced searching of search engines that are relevant for this course?
User: me. Reason: what other materials may be of use to include in the course, counting the bibliography, or to extract from for course lectures, exercises or discussions?
2.1  Analyze the concepts in the question and formulate a query or queries. The rest of the exercise is the same as above:
2.2 Select the same four engines as above. Alternatively, you may select different engine(s) for your searching. 
2.3 Conduct a search in selected search engines
2.4 Analyze at least first three pages of results from each search engine. Evaluate entries. Select from each three entries that you consider most relevant in each 
2.5 Vary query on the basis of these entries and search with a revised query.
2.6 Note again three most relevant entries.
Deliverable: Nothing for Doc Sharing – this will not be graded. But you can submit a short report to the class – (not to me and not in Dropbox). Post in Doc Sharing for all to examine: include a note about sources searched and search history (you can copy paste queries); print or copy/paste of articles you have chosen as most relevant. We could use the results in discussion.

	Questions?
	For each of the two topics provide deliverables as indicated. 
In addition you may briefly comment on key aspects, findings, and learning, and submit with deliverables. Comments count! (A group can submit one report, but in the title indicate group members that worked on the exercise).
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


