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Principles of Searching  [17:610:530]
Exercise 8:  Advanced searching
Objective:

Develop a comparative assessment of different web search engines and the characteristics of each of the engines.  Use the different engines to conduct a search for information on a specific topic.     
Deliverable:
Using the advanced search features of each of the search engines, conduct the user search for information on digital libraries.  Answer each of the five questions that ask you to perform comparisons amongst the different tools,  comment on key aspects, findings, and learnings; and submit.   
Tools:
Several well-known search engines will be used in this exercise, along with search engines associated with directories:

· Google, currently the most widely used of the search engines:  http://www.google.com/  
· Visisimo, a search engine that organizes (“Clusters”) results: http://vivisimo.com 
· Teoma, a search tool that provides feayures not found in other engines such as guidance on other resources: http://www.teoma.com  
· Yahoo, the well-known web directory that also an effective search engine:  http://www.yahoo.com  
· Altavista:  http://www.altavista.com    

Exercise Tasks:

A user is working on a project about evaluating digital libraries (DL). S/he would like to collect all documents dealing with the criteria for DL evaluation. Please use the advanced search features in Google, Vivisimo, Teoma, Yahoo, and AltaVista.  Answer the following questions:

a. Compare the advanced search in these search engines. What are their differences and similarities?
b. Please do the search in each search engines and describe your search strategies you used for each search engine.
c. Examine the first 10 hits and hand in two best results. Please indicate their ranking position.
d. Compare the first 10 results from each search engine, which group are you most satisfied with? 
e. Give an evaluation for the advanced search of these search engines:

·  Are they easy to use? 
·  Which search engine provides the best advanced search feature?
·  Are you comfortable to use this feature in general?
·  Compared to the basic search, which one do you prefer? 
·  Which search engine is the most effective in terms of the given task?
Report and submit your answers. 
