Principles of Searching  e530
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 12

	Title
	LexisNexis: Basics & simple search

	Why?
	LexisNexis describes itself as a 
“a leading global provider of content-enabled workflow solutions to professionals in law firms, corporations, government, law enforcement, tax, accounting, academic institutions and risk and compliance assessment.”

English: It means that it has a lot of materials in those areas. Besides the usual articles from news sources, coverage includes extensive legal documentation, business sources, data, and scholarly materials (weakest in that area).
Access is through RUL-Indexes and databases. We will use LexisNexis Academic (there is also LexisNexis statistical – we will NOT use that one)

Here is a description:
“LexisNexis Academic is a very large database covering over thousands of publications, most of which are available in full text. It is especially useful for legal research. Coverage of current news and business information is also extensive. LexisNexis Academic contains the following content segments, each of which must be searched separately (emphasis added): News, Business, Legal, Medical. Reference.”
Here is a bit of history illustrating development of such services in general:

“Begun in Dayton as a contractor to the US Air Force in 1966, its electronic data-search system became the first to retrieve full-text documents. In 1973, the company introduced a legal-research system that revolutionized the way in which legal research and analysis was conducted. The technology propelled the legal profession into a new era.

In 1979, a companion news and business-information service was introduced under the Nexis banner.

In September 1997, LexisNexis debuted the first Web-based service for U.S. legal professionals, the precursor to LexisNexis™ at www.lexis.com.
In 1994, Reed Elsevier acquired the LexisNexis™ service.”
LexisNexis is an Elsevier company, so is Scopus. Computers for both databases are in Dayton, Ohio. Interesting. As to coverage, Scopus picks up where LexisNexis leaves, and vice versa
LexisNexis has a unique structure for aggregating their sources – as you will see tabbed categories for searching are: General, News, Legal, Business, and People.
As with Dialog and Scopus, the aim here is NOT to teach LexisNexis as such, but to utilize LexisNexis to learn further about different ways and means of searching, and options in inputs and outputs. As you cumulate such knowledge it becomes more and more transferable to all online systems and a base for professional competencies.
Moreover, you are also learning that coverage for different databases is very different, thus leading you to another prized searcher competency: ability to choose what source may be most appropriate for what kind of question and user. All databases, all web sources are not created equal.
The objectives of this exercise are to:

1. introduce you to pragmatics of online searching and uncovering of the structure of LexisNexis as yet another major database;
2. experiment with some searching in LexisNexis.

	What?
	You will do two searches but first learn about LexisNexis
1. To get acquainted :
a. take tutorials – available on the opening page under View tutorials
b. examine (also on the opening page): How do I …? Know where to start
c. consult the Source List for details of coverage
2. Do a search on the topic of this unit: presentation of search results. Any guidelines? Examples? Could be broader and cover areas other than searching. Users: you and me.
3. Do a search for your user or one of your own choosing. 

	Deliverables; Questions?
	Submit a report in the Dropbox with result and answers to the questions:

1. Print out three records you consider relevant for search on presentation. Title and abstract suffice. 
2. What was the search of your own choosing and how many items did it retrieve? Print three results.
3. How did you vary tactics? Apply advanced features for both searches?
4. Make comments on personal experiences and learning using LexisNexis.
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


