Principles of Searching  e530
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 12

	Title
	Westlaw Campus Research: Basics & simple search

	Why?
	Access: RUL – Indexes and Databases. 
In this exercise we are shifting gears – again. As to the database selected for searching, you (or most of you) are entering into an unknown territory. To clarify from the beginning, let us start with objectives of this exercise:

1. to introduce you to pragmatics of uncovering the structure, content, and searching procedures of Westlaw, as yet another major database;
2. to experiment with some searching in Westlaw;

3.  and through this (and most importantly), to introduce you to uncovering characteristics and ways to master and effectively search any new database you may encounter – and as a searcher you will most certainly encounter great many new databases.  
As with Dialog and Scopus, the aim here is NOT to teach Westlaw as such, but to utilize Westlaw to learn further about different ways and means of searching, and options in inputs and outputs. As you cumulate such knowledge it becomes more and more transferable to all online systems and a base for professional competencies.

Moreover, you are also learning that coverage for different databases is very different, thus leading you to another prized searcher competency: ability to choose what source may be most appropriate for what kind of question and user. Databases and web sources are not created equal. Not at all!
Westlaw has a number of versions; we will be using the version that is in RUL called Westlaw Campus Research. This description is offered: 
“Campus Research is an easy-to-use online research service that provides college and university students with access to a comprehensive collection of news and business information and law-related resources.”

Coverage includes:
“Law:  Contains the full text of court opinions, statutes, and regulations from state and federal governments; in excess of 800 law reviews and journals; a legal encyclopedia, American Jurisprudence, and Black's Law Dictionary.  Includes West's KeyCite feature for verification of the status of a case, statute, administrative decision, or regulation. Laws, regulations, reports, and related European Union material is also included.
News:  Contains full text of newspapers including The New York Times, Boston Globe, Atlanta Journal and Constitution; magazines such as Newsweek, Consumer Reports, and Publisher's Weekly; over 400 newswires; newsletters; and over 900 broadcast transcripts.
Business:  Selected business, trade and professional journals and publications, including Financial Times, The Economist, Business Week, and The New England Journal of Medicine.  Also contains company information e.g. Hoover's Company Records, including profiles for thousands of private and public U.S. corporations, and SEC Filings.  news sources, wire services, extensive legal documentation, business sources and data, publications, national and international,  not found elsewhere, and more – altogether over 40,000 sources. Most of the results are available in full text.”
Wikipedia has an article (not a very good one) on Westlaw: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westlaw 

	What?
	You will do two searches but first learn about Westlaw
1. To get acquainted :
a. when in the database click on About (way up and in small letters) and after reading the opening page click on Campus Research Help – you will get access to a number of explanatory articles.  Examine those particularly oriented to searching e.g. Searching for News and Business Documents. Consider them as tutorials. Note that Research Trail keeps a history of your searches
b. examine More Search Tips (below Search Tips)
c. consult the Publications Lists (way to the left) for  details of coverage. You can search by selected publication.
2. First search: Do a search on the topic of: Google Book Search Copyright Class Action Settlement. 
The official site of the Administrator for the Class action is http://books.google.com/booksrightsholders/ . But there are many articles in library literature about it – here is a blog with further sources: http://dltj.org/article/gbs-comments-due/ 
- What are the arguments? What is it? 
- In particular what are position(s) of libraries and library organizations in relation to the settlement? How are libraries affected? Library users? 
-Who else is affected? Examples? 
User: a student in a LIS course who has to learn about this whole imbroglio and then do a term project on the topic – in other words: you.
p.s. this is a “hot” issue and will remain so for a time; it is extensively discussed and commented not only in legal circles but also in any and all areas that have to do with books; it is projected that it will have wide ranging effects.
BTW, misspellings are not tolerated in Westlaw – by now you should be aware that databases are not forgiving. 
3. Second search: Do a search for your user or a search of your own choosing.  

	Deliverables; Questions?
	Submit a report in the Dropbox with result and answers to the questions:

1. For the search on Google Book Settlement: How did you search? How did you vary tactics? What advanced search features did you use? Print three records you consider relevant for search - title and abstract or title alone suffice. 
2. For your own search: What was the question and search all about? How did you search? How did you vary tactics? What advanced search features did you use? Print three records you consider relevant for search - title and abstract or title alone suffice. 

3. Make comments on personal experiences and learning using Westlaw.
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right



	Bonus
	This is for those who are curious to learn another database. You can examine. You can do some searching. You can do nothing.

There are no deliverables.

But, if you want to comment in the report about your experiences and thoughts, you can do that – after comments about Westlaw.

In RUL, Indexes and databases access database:

Contemporary Women's Issues


