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Principles of Searching  [17:610:530]
Exercise 12:  Web source evaluation
Objective: 
Web source quality varies across sites. There is a belief that library and information professional may take their roles in critically reviewing and filtering Web sources for their users. This exercise aims to help you in developing such a critical skill through evaluating Web sources. 
Deliverable: 
For each of the three “exercise tasks”, prepare and submit summaries for your evaluation rationale in addition to your ratings on a list of criteria. In other words, you need provide explanations for your ratings. For instance, given you think Site A is better than site B, you need to provide convincing evidence to support your judgment. Also, if you think Site A has strength in providing objective information, and weakness in updating the information in a timely manner, you need to provide evidences. 
Tools:
There are a number of existing tools for Web source evaluation. For this exercise, you are required to follow the “Evaluating Web Sites: Criteria and Tools” at Cornell University http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webeval.html  
Exercise tasks: 

a. Suggest good Web source for a library user who is interested in finding effective therapeutic treatment for the arthritis pain in his legs. By a Google searching, he was returned with overwhelming hits. Could you please recommend one or two better site(s) out of the following five to the user? Don’t forget your rationale for the recommendation, that is your ratings on various criteria as well as the evidences for your ratings and final judgment.  

· Arthritis Foundation Home Page http://www.arthritis.org/
· Arthritis.com, your online Arthritis Resource http://www.arthritis.com/
· The Arthritis Society http://www.arthritis.ca/custom%20home/default.asp?s=1
· Natural Arthritis Treatment http://jvm.com/health/arth.htm
· Arthritis Pain - Solutions and Information 
http://www.naturalessentials.com/arthritis.htm 
b. Recommend good Web tutorial resources to a high school student who wants to improve his algebra skills. Review the following sites and find one or two better site for the student. Still, don’t forget your rationale of the recommendation, which are your ratings on various criteria as well as the evidences for the ratings. Submit sites you recommend and why.
· Education Planet http://www.educationplanet.com/ 
· World Lecture Hall http://web.austin.utexas.edu/wlh/
· K-12 On the Net http://www.k12onthenet.org/
· eEducation Entry Page (OPEN-C) http://www.openc.k12.or.us/distance.html
· K-12 Links http://www.saxakali.com/youth/k-12_links.htm 
c. Come up with your own task and search it on the Web, select several representative sites and evaluate them. Eventually, identify a couple of sites with highest perceived quality. Report your ratings and final selection decision on the site(s) along with the rationale/ evidences, and submit. 

