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Principles of Searching  [17:610:530] 
Reflections on the beggining of Dialog
	OUTLINE FOR UNIT 1

	Title
	Searching overview and a bit of history


	Why?
	Searching is a complex process, way above the mechanics of googling, aimed at finding and retrieving relevant information. This, of course, raises a number of questions as to what do we mean by: information, relevant, finding, and retrieving

Searching is also an interactive process involving people, information, and technology. This, of course raises the question as what do we mean by interaction between and among these elements.

It is also important to have an appreciation of the historical context for the works presented in order not to live professionally in a historical vacuum.

You are asking:
· What does searching involve?

· What elements are drawn in, and how are they interacting?

· How is searching changing and what are searchers doing now?

· What is some of the historical background?

	What?
	The unit covers:
· Overview of searching
· Complexity of professional searching
· Interactions

· Professional changes in searching
· Brief history of online information retrieval
· Introduction to Dialog, as example

	How?
	Lecture 1 Overview and a bit of history
Assignment 1
Exercise 1
Discussion 1


