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	OUTLINE FOR UNIT 4

	Title
	Information retrieval (IR); interaction in IR

	Why?
	Every online database, every search engine, everything that is searched online is based in some way or another on principles developed in information retrieval (IR). IR is at the heart of searching used in systems such as DIALOG, LexisNexis, Scopus and hundreds of others. When automatic indexing is applied it is also based on IR principles. Thus, understanding the basics of IR is a prerequisite for understanding how searching of online systems works. 
IR has a rich history stretching back to late 1940’s. It was developed along side with computers, addressing the problem of use of this technology to deal with information explosion. Contemporary IR research (and there is a lot of it) as well as practice are still devoted to the same problem, now involving the web and media other than texts – such as retrieval of images or music IR. 
Librarians and information professionals use IR every time they do online searches. Knowledge and understanding of the basics of IR makes them professionals. And the whole course, particularly most of the exercises, is based on IR.

You are asking:

· What basic elements and processes are involved in IR?
· What are the conceptual bases for searching?
· How are these applied in practice?

· What is interaction and how is it represented?

· What are major elements in interaction?

· What happens in searching during interaction?


	What?
	The unit covers:

· definition and short history of IR
· traditional IR model – system and user streams
· different matching approaches: exact match and best match
· Boolean algebra as base of exact match; Venn diagrams
· best match approaches – ranking

· strengths and weaknesses of exact and best match
· interaction in human-computer interaction and in IR

· identification of elements involved in interaction

	How?
	Lecture 4
Assignment 4
Exercise 4
Discussion 4


