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	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 02  

	Title
	History and predecessors

	Why?
	In order to follow the big picture, we started in Unit 1, we are examining a bit of history. A professional must know a history of his/her area of expertise and work, as well. Not to repeat it - that is one reason. To build on it is the main reason. Besides, it is interesting!

	What?
	[Reminder: Follow the instructions in the Note presented in Assignment for unit 01]

Read three articles, digest, synthesize and address questions below:

1. Bush, V. (1945) As we may think. Atlantic Monthly, 176, (11), 101-108.    http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/194507/bush
2. Saracevic,T. (2010). Information science. In: Marcia J. Bates and Mary Niles Maack (Eds.) Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science. New York: Taylor & Francis. pp. 2570-2586. [In Doc Sharing; also in RUL]. Concentrate on section Digital Libraries, pp. 2582-2583. Address that only. 
3. Your call and selection: An article dealing with history or predecessors of digital libraries of your choice, or any document that you deem even remotely historical. Could be for instance: Lesk, M. (2012). A personal history of digital libraries. Library Hi Tech, 30(1) 592 -603.
BTW, If you cannot find one, you can look up the article “Digital Library” in Wikipedia, and use that one. Or a newspaper story, or something from plans, reports, discussions or the like in your own or local or Rutgers library.
P.s. Talking about prescient thinking, you may wish to browse at some time (not required but suggested as a point of information and curiosity about the past) through two of J. C. R Licklider’s articles that at the time they were written, 1960’s, were really ahead of their time. In memoriam: http://memex.org/licklider.pdf
He also wrote a famous book that directly anticipated digital libraries: Licklider, J.C.R. (1965). Libraries of the Future. Cambridge: The MIT Press, In Internet Archive: http://www.archive.org/details/librariesoffutur00lickuoft  
(Beware: sometimes Internet Archive does not work well, but the book is there).
Pp.s. ”Lick” (as he was known) may well be one of the most influential people in the history of computer science. You can google him (e.g. http://www.ibiblio.org/pioneers/licklider.html) or google “Libraries of the Future” and you will get all kinds of stuff, some of it even weird. 

	Questions?
	Address both questions:

1. Has Bush’s vision materialized? (You can involve in this any and all other articles you read and your experiences as well).
2. Historically speaking, what do you see as main reason(s) for explosive evolution and growth of digital libraries?


