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	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 04

	Title
	Diversity in digital libraries

	Why?
	Digital libraries have taken off not only in explosive numbers, but also in explosive variety. Well, nothing is actually exploding, but it is not over by a long stretch.
Librarians, library managers, library scholars, educators and students involved in whatever way with digital libraries should be aware of this variety. And, exploit it for the better in own environment.
However, it is not easy to become aware of the existing variety and diverse features. There was a lot written about individual types or given issues of digital libraries, but not much, if anything in the literature addresses the issue of diversity. Thus, there is no good “diversity literature” to consult as a start.

	What?
	Lecture for this unit has many examples of diversity.

Read, digest, and synthesize two items, and then address questions below:
1. Yarrow, A., Clubb, B. & Draper, J-L. (2008). Public libraries, archives and museums: Trends in collaboration and cooperation. International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, IFLA Professional Reports, No. 108. http://www.ifla.org/VII/s8/pub/Profrep108.pdf 
While the report is mostly a rich inventory of cooperative projects involving public libraries in several countries, it provides an early example, even a beginning, of institutions other than libraries involved in various digital projects. It also has a good bibliography with links to follow up. You DO NOT have to read the whole report. Pick up the part or parts that are of most interest to you and digest that only.
2. Digital Public Library of America. http://dp.la/ 
Explore the site – it is highly diverse. Unique. Among others, it includes apps – no other library does (http://dp.la/apps). Record your impressions.  
BTW: Digital Public Library of America became operational in Spring 2013 – now it has over 10 million items from libraries, archives, and museums. “A Wealth of Knowledge.”
3. Any other source of your choice that may be relevant to diversity. Could be an article, a report, a site that represents a different digital library – different from an academic, public, or special library that the library literature concentrates on.
Could be a museum site, a site of a historical society, a collection of oral history. Here are three examples (Hermitage, Louvre, and Smithsonian) uniting museum exponents, history, and education: http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/wps/portal/hermitage/?lng=en   o http://www.louvre.fr/en 
http://www.sil.si.edu/DigitalLibrary.cfm  . 

	Questions?
	1. What have you learned about diversity in digital libraries? Anything that is new to you? Surprising? 
2. In general: What do you conclude from diversity in digital libraries?


