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	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 06   

	Title
	Metadata

	Why?
	Assigning metadata labels from some standardized scheme to information objects is an essential step in providing organization of and access to digital resources. A variety of schemes (standards, systems) have been developed either specific to the nature of given objects (books, archival materials, images …) or for general use. In a way, there is a metadata jungle out there. To help navigate that jungle, crosswalks (tables that map fields in one data standard to fields in another standard) were developed. The aim of this assignment is to explore issues related to metadata, and examine and compare the structure of some metadata schemes used in libraries.

	What?
	Metadata has been discussed for quite a while. Suggested readings here are older but very good summaries of what is involved.

Read, digest, and synthesize two articles, and then address the questions below:
1. Gill, T., Gilliland, A. J., Whalen, M. & Woodley, M.S. (2008). Introduction to metadata. Pathways to digital information.  Online edition. Version 3.0. Los Angeles, CA: The J. Paul Getty Trust. http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/intrometadata/index.html   (they also have a printer friendly PDF version found on the bottom of ToC – click on it) 
You do NOT have to read the whole publication. Read the chapter “Setting the stage” to get acquainted. Note: you will also use this publication in Exercise 6.
2. Any metadata document (article, report, web site …) that you consider as enlightening in understanding metadata in general or some metadata scheme in particular. Could be another chapter from Getty publication under 1. Or could be from the bibliography or your own find. 
For discussion of questions you may also want to consult or peruse, but do not read/digest the whole thing (unless you choose it as your choice suggested above under 2):

Wikipedia (2015). Metadata. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metadata 

	Questions?
	Based on those two readings and on perusal of the article (and/or any other sources you may have consulted), please discuss:

1. Why is metadata* important? Is it really important at all? 

2. What are two or three major issues with metadata for digital libraries? For library users?
3. Optional (you do not have to discuss it, unless you feel like it): How would you go about learning more about metadata for some specific application of your choice (mention the application)?
*from document under 1: “Reader's Note: The editor and authors of this publication are aware that the noun "metadata" (like the noun "data") is plural and, therefore, should take a plural verb form. However, in order to avoid awkward locutions, it has been treated here throughout as singular.”


