Useful digital online resources
Digital Libraries -e553
	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 07   

	Title
	Digitization 

	Why?
	Libraries have a variety of digital resources – they can be classified in a number of ways. One way to distinguish them is into those that come readily in a digital format (as e.g. journals, or basket of journals, to which the library subscribes or obtains in some way or other) or objects that a library digitized by itself or in some cooperative arrangements. Digitization of primary heritage sources and many other types of materials has also become a major activity of many libraries. In a sense, libraries have become publishers. 
This is a relatively new endeavor for libraries. It requires a whole range of new capabilities, competencies, and functions. The aim here is to explore digitization practices and issues.

	What?
	Read, digest, synthesize two articles and then address the questions below:
1. Breeding M. (2014). Ongoing challenges in digitization. Computers in Libraries, 34 (9), 16-18. 

(Well, this is not a very good article because it is little more than generic reminiscences and not analytical and even less critical, but it raises a number of important issues; it also connects digitization with preservation – we will deal with preservation in unit 11. So keep this in mind. And it is well organized.)
2. Any digitization document (article, report, web site …) of your choice. Could be from the course bibliography, from sites mentioned in the lecture, or your own find. You could choose one that particularly enlightened you. Could be an article on digitization projects, such as: 
Landon, G. (2009). Toward digitizing all forms of documentation. D-Lib Magazine, 15(3/4). http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march09/landon/03landon.html.

For discussion of questions you may also want to consult or peruse, but do NOT need to read in entirety (both are elaborate):

Minnesota Digital Library.  (2015). Standards and best practices.
http://mndigital.org/standards-best-practices
 or:
University of Colorado Digital Library. (2009). Digitization best practices. https://content.cu.edu/digitallibrary/cudldigitizationbp.pdf 
Note: These documents can also be used in Exercise 07.

	Questions?
	Based on those two readings and on perusal of reports (and/or any other sources you may have consulted), please discuss:

1. What are two or three major issues with digitization for digital libraries? Are there any comparable or different issues for library users?
2. What role do digitization standards and practices play? Any favorite examples?
3. Optional and on a personal note: would you like to get involved in a digitization project? Describe, even if it is a vision. What would guide you?


