Digital Libraries -e553
Fair use checklist (Columbia)

	ASSIGNMENT FOR UNIT 13

	Title
	Digital libraries: Legal issues 

	Why?
	VOLUNTARY for extra credit or just to learn some more.

As mentioned in the description for this unit, digital libraries and particularly their digital contents are governed by a number of legal constructs, where associated decisions and practices must follow the law. In many respects, digital resources and the Internet are still in legally unexplored and hotly contested territory.
At times, digital libraries are finding themselves as players, and if not players, then very interested bystanders in this territory. Library associations, such as ALA, are actively promoting resolution of legal issues in a way that will take into account libraries and their users. Increasingly, librarians are realizing how high are the stakes and how vital are digital legalities for digital libraries and their users.

	What?
	There is no specific assignment for this unit – your time is directed toward completion of your term project. Thus, there are NO deliverables specific to legal issues.
However, I am encouraging you to get familiar with and learn about legal aspects of digital libraries. The lecture provided a number of links to various sources. Here are some recommendations for sources you may wish to consult, digest, and then answer the questions below:

· Stanford University Libraries (2015). Copyright and fair use articles. http://fairuse.stanford.edu/internet-resources/articles/ 
Many articles and sites with links.
· Hindle, P.B. (2008). Copyright renewal, copyright restoration, and the difficulty of determining copyright status. D-Lib Magazine, 14(7/8). from http://www.dlib.org/dlib/july08/hirtle/07hirtle.html
· The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) (2011). Copyright limitations and exceptions for libraries and archives. from http://www.ifla.org/en/copyright-tlib .

	Questions?
	If you looked at these: 
1. What is a most interesting thing (or things) you learned?

2. In your opinion, how does it apply to digital libraries? 
3. Enter these in class discussion – same question under exercise.


