Digital Libraries -e553 
	DISCUSSION FOR UNIT 11    

	Title
	Preservation of digital records

	Why?
	The rationale for this unit is elaborated in Assignment for unit 11. To explore this important topic at some depth, we will link closely the assignment, exercise, and discussion for this unit.

Here is the essential part repeated:

In this assignment, exercise & discussion we will not concentrate on the literature but on the MIT tutorial (see link below) to get from a single source what is discussed and presented in dozens of articles and reports.
Specifically, objectives are:

· on a general level for assignment: to explore major digital library preservation issues, particularly from institutional viewpoint and needs, even though technical can never be totally isolated, and 

· on a specific level for exercise and discussion: to get acquainted with some of the specific preservation approaches, strategies, and policies.

MIT Libraries (2014). Digital preservation management: Implementing short-term strategies for long-term problems. http://www.dpworkshop.org/index.html  (click on Tutorials – English)  

	What?
	Recall the opening statement in the tutorial Introduction http://www.dpworkshop.org/dpm-eng/introduction.html :
“Although technology is a key element in digital preservation, we believe it isn't the greatest inhibitor—the lack of organizational will and way is. Despite the increasing evidence documenting the fragility and ubiquity of digital content, cultural repositories have been slow to respond to the need to safeguard digital heritage materials.”

1. Why do you think this is the case? Or is this a wrong perception?
2. Would you ever choose to participate in digital preservation? If so why & what would you do? If no, why not?

	How?
	As in previous, and all discussions, post your reply and, if you wish, reply to others. I urge you to reply to postings from colleagues and discuss further.


