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	DISCUSSION FOR UNIT 13  

	Title
	Digital libraries: Legal issues

	Why?
	At the beginning of the About statement of the Electronic Frontier Foundation https://www.eff.org/about  - then go to About -  we can find the following*:
“The Electronic Frontier Foundation is the leading nonprofit organization defending civil liberties in the digital world. Founded in 1990, EFF champions user privacy, free expression, and innovation through impact litigation, policy analysis, grassroots activism, and technology development. We work to ensure that rights and freedoms are enhanced and protected as our use of technology grows.”
*If you have a problem getting the link above enter in Google (or Yahoo ...) “Electronic Frontier Foundation” and get it that way. Then go to About. I had similar problem, do not know why.
This is, of course, broader than concerns of digital libraries, yet at the heart of digital libraries, as all libraries, is public interest.
The aim of this discussion is to identify some of the significant legal and policy issues facing digital libraries in respect to their services in the public interest. Consider that no matter what one would think as “public interest,” it must be within a legal framework; but libraries and librarians could try to affect changes in that framework.

	What?
	Discuss the following questions: 

1. What do you suggest as one or two top public interest concerns or problems faced by digital libraries within the framework of contemporary information society and digital world? 
You can identify general concerns or issues, or ones related to a specific library where you work or are familiar with and discuss public interest issues related to this particular library.

2. A huge current legal issue is the battle over Internet neutrality. FCC made a decision about it, but the battle is still going on, with very powerful players opposing it. ALA issued a strong statement in favor of net neutrality . Shortly, we will be closing this class. But you will live your professional life with the net. And so will all digital libraries forever. Thus, get acquainted with the issues and even think about actively joining the battle. Your opinion on the issue?
3. What do you think would be an appropriate response to the issue of Internet neutrality by the library community? Or individuals? 

	How?
	As in previous, and all discussions, post your reply and, if you wish, reply to others. 

I urge you to reply to postings from colleagues that identified given public interest or legal issues or recommendations and discuss them further.


