El Biblioburro
Digital Libraries -e553
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 01

	Title
	What is a digital library?  

	Why?
	Objective of this exercise is to start getting familiar with various STRUCTURES and CONTENTS of digital libraries, as well as a beginning to assess their USABILITY.

	What?
	Select two academic digital libraries (you will be using the first a lot):
1. Rutgers University Library digital library http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/  
You can access a lot without logging in. But, for examining/searching databases, getting databases, journals, articles etc. you have to log in with your NetID & PW and then dig into the library in depth.
2. Another academic digital library of your choice – could be a US library (e.g. your former undergrad or grad institution) or from another country. 
Generally, you may not have access to all their goodies (you can not log in, unless you are a member), but you can see enough to examine it similarly as Rutgers library and make some comparisons. 

	Questions?
Deliverables
	Submit a report in the Dropbox with answers to the questions:

1. How is each digital library STRUCTURED (organized, planned, laid out)? 
In general: look at a structure as an orderly system or arrangement of parts within a given framework, and the way the parts function. What is their framework? What are the parts – at least the major ones? How are they arranged, accessed?
2. What is the CONTENT, particularly as related to information resources and user services? Content is the major part of any digital library!
For RUL: Under Articles click onView all databases (as mentioned, to explore further log in with your NetID & PW). There examine: Indexes and Databases. Then under Journals click on E-journals  and examine; go to Subjects – Bibliography, Library science, Information resources. Go back to Libraries Home: then Under Find or Help click on Research Guides and examine, particularly Library and Information Science. Examine FAQs. Also: examine under Services and Tools various user services, particularly Off-Campus Users.
3. We will address what is meant by USABILITY later under evaluation, but now just use your common sense understanding of usability and make some comments about the usability of various features and parts. 
While you are doing that define the criteria you used for assessing usability. You do not have to go in depth on this question – first two questions are more important at this time.
The method of presentation is up to you, but if you wish, you may lay out and compare the structure, content and/or usability in a tabular form.
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


