Digital Libraries -e553
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 02

	Title
	What is a digital library? – a continuation of Exercise 01

	Why?
	The objective is the same, but we are concentrating here on different types of digital libraries. 

Objective of this exercise is to start getting familiar with various STRUCTURES and CONTENTS of subject oriented digital libraries, as well as a beginning to assess their USABILITY. 

	What?
	You are now entering another world of digital libraries: those devoted to specific domains or subjects. Select two digital libraries: 
1. ACM (Association for Computing Machinery) Digital Library 
For full access you can access it through Rutgers Library: Indexes and databases – under letter A. You can also get to it directly at http://portal.acm.org/dl.cfm, but then you cannot get full access.
Log in through RUL, Indexes and databases - ACM (Association for Computing Machinery) Digital Library  and dig in depth. Most related to our interests are the publications of the Special Interest Group on Information Retrieval (SIGIR) (under Browse the Special Interest Groups) and Proceedings of the Joint Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL) (under Browse the Conferences – Conference Listing). [SIGs and Conferences are arranged alphabetically by their acronym]. Look at SIGIR’s publications (newsletter, proceedings) and JCDL’s proceedings.
In SIGIR do a search “digital library.” Anything interesting?
2. Another subject digital library of your choice –. 
E.g. you can look at the Perseus Digital Library http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/ (free) or IEEE Xplore (in RUL) or any other subject that is of interest to you. Among others, you will find that databases differ considerably. 

	Questions?
	1. How is each of the two digital libraries STRUCTURED (organized, planned, laid out)? How is it arranged, accessed?
2.  What is the CONTENT, particularly as related to information resources and user services? Elaborate!
3. Again: We will address what is meant by USABILITY later under evaluation, but now just use your common sense understanding of usability and make some comments about the usability of various features and parts. 
While you are doing that define the criteria you used for assessing usability. Are you using the same ones as in Exercise 01? You do not have to go in depth on this question – first two questions are more important at this time.
As mentioned, the method of presentation is up to you, but if you wish, you may lay out and compare the structure, content and/or usability in a tabular form.
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


