Great Websites for kids 
Digital Libraries -e553
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 03    

	Title
	Keeping up, and up, and up, … ...
Asking: What’s the latest? 

	Why?
	One of the important services that almost all digital libraries provide is access to a set of databases for users to be able to search for information as they need it. Libraries offer databases, users search on their own, but reference librarians search them as well. To libraries such databases come from free to VERY, VERY expensive; the paid ones are licensed to libraries and restricted to own users as demanded by publishers (that is the reason for NetID login). 
Rutgers has some 400 such databases. They cost a lot (A LOT!) to license. To see a list, go to RUL - Indexes and Databases.
Users use these databases to do own searching; librarians use them in reference, bibliographic and related services. 

Many users, including librarians (and even me) use these databases to keep up, update course bibliography, do vanity searches (how many citations I have and who cites me) etc. They search the newest updates and/or subscribe to alert services or also to RSS through these databases. 
The objectives of this exercise are to:

· introduce you to databases and related services as a major part of digital library services offered to users for searching and keeping up; this includes introducing you to experiences and problems users have in using these databases;
· get you on the path of becoming familiar with sources for searching and particularly for keeping up for use in this course and even more so in your professional life;
· provide you with an opportunity to experiment with given databases for keeping up, possibly even for your term project.

	What?
	Access TWO databases:
1. Go to RUL: Services and tools-Research Assistance-Research Guides (http://libguides.rutgers.edu/home) -Library and Information Science (http://libguides.rutgers.edu/cat.php?cid=25870)-Library and Information Science Research Quick Guide and then look under tab, LIS Databases. There pick up Academic Search Premier (also called EBSCOhost)
2. Your call: Select any other database you may find useful or of interest. You can select another database in LIS Databases (as used above). But instead you can also select any other database that reflects your interest, e.g. ERIC, (free and also in RUL) or any other in or out of RUL. List the database you selected

	Questions?
	In each of the two database (one prescribed, one of your choosing) perform assigned searches that reflect keeping up with a topic:
1. In Academic Search Premier (EBSCOhost) search the term “digital libraries” (with quotes) and the terms digital libraries (no quotes). What and why is the difference? Then:
1.1 What are one or two articles you found that may be of interest to you or to this class? Provide a short bibliographic entry for one or two articles (no abstract). You can copy/paste the entry.
1.2 Explain what options you have in outputs and which one you have used i.e. what can you get for each article – what choices are provided by the database (e.g. title; abstract; index terms; related articles etc.?
1.3 Describe steps in searching and in results and options. If you had any problems, describe them.
2. In a database of your choice do a search for term “digital libraries” with restriction to 2015 and 2016. (if you cannot specifically restrict, most, if not all, databases list the output on LIFO principle (last in – first out), thus 2016 comes first followed by 2015 etc. - you get them in order). :
Again:
2.1 What are one or two articles you found that may be of interest to you or to this class? Provide a short bibliographic entry for one or two articles (no abstract). You can copy/paste
2.2 Explain what options you have in outputs and which one you have used.
2.3 Describe steps in searching and in results and options. If you had any problems, describe them.
3. In both databases search for a topic of your interest to keep up; it could be a topic related to your term project (or what you think your term project may be) – this may help you in selection of the project due in two weeks.
3.1 Explain the topic searched and provide a short bibliographic entry for a few articles.
3.2 Explain output(s) you have used.
3.3 Describe steps in searching and in results and options. If you had any problems, describe them..
4. Comment on searches and databases – any comparisons, relation to previous experiences, and the like.
To summarize: you will perform three searches: one in Academic Search Premier and two in the database of your choice and then provide a short bibliographic entry for one or two articles of interest to you for each search AND comments on the experiences. It is not enough just to list a bibliographic entry you found. Comments, reflections count!
If you found interesting articles, please recommend them for inclusion in the course bibliography or as readings in assignments.

Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


