Digital Libraries -e553
Facts are stubborn, but statistics are more pliable.  Mark Twain
	EXERCISE FOR UNIT 12  

	Title
	Digital libraries: Economic issues  

	Why?
	Economic issues are not only important, but even critical for digital libraries. Through lecture, assignment and discussions we addressed a number of economic issues and choices in digital environments facing digital libraries.
However, it is hard to develop a strictly economic exercise.

Instead we can examine some specific economic indicators or statistics that relate to economic conditions of libraries in general and their digital resources in particular.

Not that we have many economic indicators or statistical choices available.
The aim of the exercise is to derive some conclusions about expenditures for digital resources in libraries.

	What?
	In the lecture for this unit, it was mentioned that Association for Research Libraries (ARL) http://www.arl.org/ provides annual statistical reports accumulated from reports of member libraries. Statistics include ARL member libraries only; presently membership includes 125 largest research libraries in Northern America. ” ARL libraries are a relatively small subset of libraries in North America, but they do account for a large portion of academic library resources in terms of assets, budgets, and the number of users they serve.”

Since their start in 1963 till 2012 ARL statistics were publicly available for free. Things changed. As of 2012 ARL started publishing annual statistics as a commercial publication for sale, however, freely available to members. Since RUL is a member, we have these statistics available for class access. Go to: RUL-Journals - E journal list and enter ARL statistics. The latest ARL statistics available are for academic year 2013-2014. The latest ARL Annual Salary Survey is for 2014-2015.
However, changes did not stop there. Unfortunately, they were not for the better. In 2011 ARL redesigned the statistical survey instrument that all member libraries suppose to fill out every year. ARL also redesigned its website – access to whole statistics for an academic year became tricky. There is more. Statistics now do NOT contain separate expenditures for electronic resources, as were reported from 1992 to 2011; these are now subsumed under Total Library Materials in table Collections and Collection Expenditures. Only Electronic Books are reported separately in that table. Since our interest in this class is to investigate and compare electronic resources, we will concentrate in this exercise on two things: (i) report for year 2010-2011 and  (ii) tables & figure that show annual increase in electronic resources for 1993-2011 - you can see important trends there that are continuing to this day. BOTH ARE IN DOC-SHARING. I also put statistics for years 2011-2012 AND 2012-2013 (latest that are available) also in Doc sharing so that you can examine them, if you wish to compare.
ARL statistics for 2010-2011 used in this exercise are accessible at ARL site and at Doc sharing for view and download:
1. Open ARL Statistics 2010-11 (pdf). Browse a bit through the whole report to get a feel for type of data available. Examine:
a. Expenditures (pp 34-45)
b. Electronic Resources Expenditures (pp 46 – 55). Particularly look at the last column: Electronic Resources as a % of Library Materials Budget and also Summary data (p 56)
c. Rank Order Table 7: Total Library Materials expenditures (p. 89)

d. Rank Order Table 20: Expenditures for Electronic Resources (p. 102)

e. Rank Order Table 21: Electronic Resources as a Percentage of Total Library Materials (p. 103)
2. Go to ARL statistics in Doc sharing. Open the following two Excel summary files in (both files are in Doc sharing only) Examine data in both: 
a. ARL electr res 1992-2011.xls.  Shows: Electronic Resources vs. Total Materials Expenditures, 1993-2011 Yearly Increases in Average Expenditures (134 kb)
b. ARL electr res increase 1993-2011.xls . Shows: Electronic Resources and Materials Expenditures in ARL University Libraries, 1992-2011; data and barchart (44 KB). 

	Questions?
	NOTE: statistics are numbers only. They attain meaning ONLY when interpreted, when implications, connections, inferences … are deduced.

You are asked in questions below not only to say something like: “University X has this number, and University Y has that one.” You are asked to think through what the numbers may mean; deduce trends, compare, interpret, reflect. What strikes you from these numbers? As usual higher grade depends on reflection.

1. From the ARL Statistics 2010-11 (pdf), under 1.a, and b above, what were some of your favorite universities or institutions to compare? What does the comparison show? (You can pick two or there or any number you want for comparison). Discuss impressions, interpretations.
2. From Rank Order Tables, under 1.c, d, and e, above, what are some of your conclusions and some of your favorite universities to compare? Impressions? Interpretations? Surprises?
3. From the Electronic Resources and Materials Expenditures in ARL University Libraries, 1992-2011 Excel files, under 2.a, and b, above: What strikes you? What do you conclude? 
4. If you wish (but you do not have to) make any other remarks or use any other statistics; you can find and answer similar questions as above or derive own interpretations. (This is not required – your choice).
Include Goldilocks evaluation:

__This exercise was too easy

__This exercise was too hard

__This exercise was just right


