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	OUTLINE FOR UNIT 05

	Title
	What is a collection in a digital library?

	Why?
	Libraries are about many things. But, collections have always been at the heart of libraries, be they digital, traditional brick and mortar, or hybrid between the two. Moreover, collections will retain that role in the future as well. However, the concept of what constitutes a collection in the networked environment of digital libraries is undergoing a transformation from the age-old concept of library collection signified by ownership. A new concept of a digital collection is evolving incorporating adaptations of many old features and standards, and creation of many brand new ones. This conceptual and pragmatic evolution is far from over. What are digital library collections? The question looms as a large problem for practice and for research and development. 

Furthermore, the concepts and processes of collection development and collection management are undergoing a transformation as well. This is due to the effect of great many and diverse digital resources and tools that can be used in collection development and that are generally and easily available through the Internet. New processes and tools for collection development has emerged, used for development  and management of both, traditional and digital collections. In addition, the process of collection management became more closely connected than ever with means, ways, and policies for access, adding an additional dimension.

	What?
	The unit covers:

· forces shaping differing collection concepts in digital environments 

· broadening concepts of collections 

· management of digital collections 

· selection criteria 
· contemporary issues with digital collections

	How?
	Lecture 05
Assignement 05
Exercise 05
Discussion 05


