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	Title
	Research in digital libraries

	Why?
	Digital libraries deal with human knowledge records in digital forms and networked environments. Computers are very effective with well-defined problems. Dealing with human knowledge and human knowledge records is not a well-defined problem. Thus, digital libraries present a formidable set of problems for research to establish an effective alliance between modern technology and use of libraries containing modern human knowledge records. This goal is often expressed by a phrase “Connecting people, information and technology.”
There were large digital library research projects funded in the US and in other countries. Many have been done outside of the realm of libraries and library community. Many are reported in computer science rather than in library and information science literature.
There were also many large projects – developmental and operational – involving many institutions, libraries included, aimed at practically establishing and running digital libraries. Research projects and reports came out of these projects as well.
At issue is that two streams in digital library research, computer science and LIS oriented, do not communicate well, if at all. Yet progress in digital libraries depends a great deal on progress in research – as in many other fields practice and research have to be connected for progress in both.

	What?
	Considering research in digital libraries from differing perspectives. Up to now, we were primarily oriented toward addressing digital library progress and issues from a library perspective. Now we will examine another perspective, mostly coming from computer science. Research, no matter from what perspective has a role to play in the progress of digital libraries in their reach, operations, and use. Moreover, professionals dealing with digital libraries must be aware of research results – This is true for all fields - contemporary professional practice and research must be connected.

	How?
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