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	OUTLINE FOR UNIT 13

	Title
	Digital libraries: Legal issues  

	Why?
	"Legal" is based on written law and legal precedence. In the US, the constitution empowers the Congress (among others) “To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries.” This is the foundation upon which the national copyright and patent laws rest. The copyright part was always of concern to libraries because it provided them with rights and restriction related to use and treatment of copyrighted materials, they held. For instance, fair use as a doctrine in US copyright law allows limited use of copyrighted material without requiring permission from the rights holders, such as use for scholarship or review – and this is and will be very important to libraries. The Internet and digital resources provide a big challenge to consideration of copyright, fair use, and a host of other legal aspects, such as rights management; several laws and numerous legal decisions grappled with them. Digital libraries are affected: there is a legal limit or prescription on how certain digital content can be handled, used and managed and how access is provided. 
A quote from ALA Copyright site is an apt summary: (http://www.ala.org/tools/atoz/copyright/copyright ) 
“The Digital Age presents new challenges to fundamental copyright doctrines that are legal cornerstones of library services. Everyday copyright law affects the way libraries provide information to their users. As libraries advocate for user rights and access to information, it's crucial to continue to address the emerging challenges posed at the intersection of technology, society, and law.”

	What?
	Up to unit 11, we were oriented toward addressing digital library functions and various related issues primarily from a library operational perspective. In the preceding unit 12 we were concerned with economic issues. In this unit we are considering digital libraries from a legal perspective. Obviously, digital libraries and particularly their digital contents are governed by a number of legal constructs, where associated decisions and practices must follow the law.

The objectives here are to:

· explore the legal framework of digital library management, access, and use; and
· in a broader vain, explore some of the new legal challenges and conflicts in the digital and Internet realm.

	How?
	Lecture 13
Assignment 13 
Exercise 13 
Discussion 13


