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The central idea of the presentation is to do two things: first, to discuss the changing nature of books in their transition from print to electronic or digital media and second, to summarize corresponding challenges facing libraries together with providing examples of numerous actions mounted by libraries in response. First part discusses print and e-books, second part provides pragmatic examples of library responses as related to e-books.
Throughout the world, printed books have a long history. Their effects were large and far reaching socially, culturally, politically, and economically. For libraries, books were and still are a main component of their collection and a significant resource for services to a variety of populations of every age. Looking at scholarship and higher education, books and then journals influenced creation of new scholarly and educational areas and were the main vehicle for phenomenal growth of all kinds of information resources known as information explosion. 
The digital revolution is producing a very different book – the electronic or e-book. It took some two decades since the emergence of e-books for the effects to be noticeable globally; but they are unexpected, large, and far reaching. E-books and other e-publications involving all kinds of media, enhanced access and changed use. For library users the nature of access shifted completely. New modes of use and interaction emerged. Looking at scholarship, as well as education, e-books and other e-publications are not only changing them significantly, but also influencing creation of new areas and activities affecting, among others, means of collaboration.
As e-books exploded on the scene, many questions are being raised along the general themes: Will books disappear? Will printed books persist even in the digital age? Or not?
Or about broader but related themes: Will even print disappear? Will traditional media be replaced by online-only content?
In great many libraries, e-books provided a significant impact in changing their resources and services. What challenges do libraries face in light of changes to e-books? What have a number of libraries actually done in response?
The purpose of this presentation is to explore the changing nature of e-books together with vehicles for their distribution and access in order to reflect on their growth, diversity and range, and explore in some detail the effects on and responses by libraries. Changes in e-books and libraries are rapid and volatile – these are addressed as well; a number of specific and practical examples are given.
